What Were the Four Options Presented?

Participants at the October public meetings heard
and commented on four concepts for improving
transit service on the 30s Line:

Concept A: Enhance Existing Services

This group of options would focus on maintaining
the existing 30s Line but making basic changes
such as stationing supervisors along the routes and
giving them the ability to electronically track buses,
communicate directly with bus drivers, add buses
to the system as necessary, and hold or turn around
buses as needed.

Concept B: Split the Line with Overlapping Routes

Currently the 30s Line runs from one end of the
District to the other. This alternative would split
the 30s line with sections of overlap downtown
to minimize the number of riders who would need
to transfer. The purpose of splitting the line is that
if delays affect bus schedules in Northwest, for
example, they wouldn’t affect service in Southeast,
as is presently the case.

Concept C: Rapid Bus Service

This alternative would feature a new high-frequency
limited-stop service with signal priority for transit,
reserved lanes and queue jump lanes for buses
for portions of the routes, sidewalk extensions
at certain stops, and route branches that would
replace some existing local service. Adjustments
such as these have been shown to decrease travel
times in other bus systems around the country.

Concept D: System of Coordinated Market-Based

Routes

The fourth concept offers improvements such as
a new limited-stop route in Northwest (bypassing
Georgetown), a limited-stop route in Southeast,
new local routes on upper and lower Wisconsin
Avenue, respectively, and a new local route in
Southeast; all while maintaining a high-frequency
34 route.
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Project Information:
Website: www.metrobus-30s-dc.com

Hotline: 703-682-5060

The next 30s Line public meetings will be on:

Thursday, December 6, 6:30 pm-8:30 pm
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
4201 Albemarle Street NW/

Monday, December 10, 6:30 pm-8:30 pm
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church*

2800 Pennsylvania Avenue SE

*Note: the location for this meeting has been
changed from St. Francis Xavier School to the
adjacent St. Francis Xavier Church.

Please come to hear the 30s Line project
recommendations and offer your views!

Note that the project’'s recommendation for
the 30s Line will not be solely one of the four
concepts at left; the recommendation is expected
to include elements from different concepts.

In  addition to route and schedule
recommendations, the final plan will also feature
a number of potential operational concepts—
improvements that would take place in addition
to whichever concept elements are chosen.
These include:

Increased enforcement of parking restrictions;
Adjustments to signal timings at intersections;
Improved shelters;

Improved safety and security;

Better customer information;

Expanded driver training;

Larger buses during peak periods;

A reduction in the number of stops on certain
routes; and

Different route patterns during peak periods.

A combination of improvements, selected based
on feedback from the public and the study
team’s analysis, will be presented at the next set
of meetings in December.

Metrobus 30s Line Study

Metrobus
30s Line

study

#3, November 2007

Line Study

Public Hears Options for
Improvements to 30s Line

In two public meetings that took place in October,
members of the public heard several alternatives
for enhancements that could be made to the
Metrobus 30s Line in 2008. The line, currently
made up of routes 30, 32, 34, 35, 36, and M6,
boasts the highest ridership of any line in the
Metrobus system—around 20,000 passengers per
weekday. The Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority (WMATA), in partnership with
the District Department of Transportation (DDOT),
have taken the project to the public to determine
what riders would like to see done to improve
transit service in this vital corridor.

Participants discuss the options at the October public meetings.

Participants at the two meetings—one in Tenleytown
andthe other on Pennsylvania Avenuein Southeast—
were asked to evaluate the four options on a scale
of 1 to 5 based on which improvements were not
important to them and which they would like to
see put into action. The results of the meetings are
presented in this newsletter.
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