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1. Existing Service Summary 
 
1.1 Service Overview 
 
The Wilson Blvd and Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Lines run in Northern Virginia between Arlington 

County, Fairfax County, and the City of Fairfax. The Wilson Blvd Line (1A, 1B, 1E, 1F, 1Z) runs in 

an east-west direction with all routes terminating at the Ballston Metrorail Station in the east, 

and with several western terminals, including the Seven Corners Transit Center (1E, 1F), the 

Dunn Loring- Merrifield Metrorail Station (1B), and the Vienna/Fairfax Metrorail Station (1A, 

1Z). The Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Line (1C) runs in an east-west direction with the Dunn Loring- 

Merrifield Metrorail Station as the eastern terminus and the Fair Oaks Mall as the western 

terminus. The two lines are being evaluated as part of a coordinated study because they 

operate in the same corridor and together form the Metrobus 1 Line (see more detail in history 

below).  

On weekdays, the Wilson Blvd Line has several service patterns: the Route 1A runs regularly in 

both directions throughout the day; the Route 1B runs during the AM and PM rush hours in 

both directions; the 1E and 1Z routes run in one direction during the AM and PM rush hours 

(eastbound in the AM and westbound in the PM); and, the Route 1F runs during the late PM 

hours in both directions. The Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Line runs regularly throughout the day in 

both directions. On Saturdays, the Routes 1A and 1C run regularly throughout the day in both 

directions, with a small number of 1F trips in the late PM hours in both directions. On Sundays, 

the Routes 1A, 1C, and 1F run regularly throughout the day in both directions. The number of 

trips on each of the route patterns described above is summarized below in Table 2. 

The two lines have a long history and an understanding of this history will be important as the 

service evaluation moves forward. Prior to 2007, the 1C operated between Ballston and Inova 

Fair Oaks Hospital via the Fair Oaks Mall. The distance of the line led to significant schedule 

adherence and reliability issues. To address this issue on the 1C as well to ensure that the 

highest ridership portions of the line had the greatest amount of service, the route was 

restructured ƛƴ нллтΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ м/Ωǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ CŀƛǊ hŀƪǎ 

Mall, with the portion of the line between the Mall and Inova Fair Oaks Hospital taken over by 

ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊŦŀȄ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ слрΦ ¢ƘŜ м/Ωǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƴƴ [ƻǊƛƴƎ aŜǘǊƻǊŀƛƭ 

Station, with a timed transfer at Inova Fairfax Hospital with the Wilson Boulevard Line routes 

running farther east. The restructuring also resulted in more service between Ballston and 

Vienna, the most productive portion of the Line and a reduction in service in Dominion Hills and 

Fairview Park. 
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Major streets on which the Wilson Blvd Line runs, from west to east, include:  

 Nutley Street 

 Arlington Boulevard 

 Gallows Road 

 Fairview Park Drive 

 Leesburg Pike 

 Patrick Henry Drive 

 Wilson Boulevard 

Major streets on which the Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Line runs, from west to east, include:  

 Fairfax Boulevard 

 Arlington Boulevard 

 Gallows Road 

The lines provide service to three Metro stations: Ballston, Dunn Loring-Merrifield, and 

Vienna/Fairfax. 

As multijurisdictional lines, the 1A, 1B, 1C, 1E, 1F, and 1Z intersect with a number of other 

Metrobus Lines as well as routes run by other transit agencies. These lines include:  

 The Metrobus 2A, 2B, 2C, 2G, 10B, 22A, 23A, 23C, 25A, 25B, and 38B routes at the 

Ballston Metrorail Station as well as ART Routes 41, 42, 51, 52, 53, 62, and 75.  

 The Metrobus 4A, 4B, 4H, 28A, and 28X routes at the Seven Corners Transit Center. 

 The Metrobus 2A, 2C, and 2T routes at the Dunn Loring-Merrifield Metrorail Station as 

well as Fairfax County Connector Routes 401, 402, 462, and 463. 

 The Metrobus 2B and 2G at the Vienna/Fairfax Metrorail Station as well as Fairfax 

Connector routes 462, 463, 466, 621, 622, 623, 630, 631, 632, 640, 641, 642, 644, 650, 

651, and 652.  

 Metrobus 2B and 2G routes Bus at the Fair Oaks Mall as well as Fairfax County 

Connector Routes 605 and 630. 

Additional intersecting routes are shown in Figure 1.  

To provide a demographic context for the two lines, Figure 2 contains a population density map 

of the ǘǿƻ ƭƛƴŜǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ and Figure 3 contains a map of low income households in the 

areas abutting the lines.  
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The data in Figure 2 shows medium-low population densities along most of the two lines, with 

the heaviest density around the Ballston Metrorail Station. The density appears to decrease as 

the lines travel from east (Arlington County) to west (Fairfax County/City). 

The data in Figure 3 show that the heaviest concentrations of low income households along the 

Lines (census block groups with more than 50% of the households below the poverty line) are in 

the vicinity of the Seven Corners Transit Center and near the intersection of Arlington 

Boulevard and Graham Road. Block groups with 25% to 50% of households below the poverty 

line are also concentrated near the Seven Corners Transit Center, adjacent to the higher 

poverty areas noted above. 

1.2 Service Characteristics  
 
This section contains three summary tables for Routes 1A, 1B, 1C, 1E, 1F, and 1Z. Table 1 

provides information on routings, days of service and span of service.  Table 2 summarizes the 

number of daily trips by day of week and Table 3 shows typical headways by time of day and 

route pattern. Each of these is outlined below.  
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Figure 1 ς Wilson Boulevard & Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Lines Map 
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Figure 2 ς Wilson Boulevard & Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Lines Service Area Population Density 
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Figure 3 ς Wilson Boulevard & Fair Oaks-Dunn Loring Lines Service Area Low Income Populations 

 
 
  


