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Introduction 

üGeorgia Avenue ï Maryland (Y) Line operates 

along the Georgia Avenue corridor between 

Silver Spring at the southern end and 

Montgomery General Hospital at the northern 

end. 

 

üData and information presented in this 

document includes: 

ÁAn overview of existing corridor traffic 

conditions;  

Á Traffic operational impacts on Y Line service; 

Á Traffic modification recommendations.  

 

üStudy focuses on traffic  operations and 

conditions during the weekday AM and PM 

peak time periods.  
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Existing Conditions: Lane Configuration 

Travel lanes along Georgia Avenue  
üNB Direction 

Á 3 travel lanes between Wayne Avenue and  

Seminary Road  

Á 3 travel lanes between Seminary Road and 

Forest Glen Road with an additional reversible 

lane in the peak direction 

Á 3 travel lanes between Forest Glen Road and 

Norbeck Road.  

Á 2 travel lanes between Norbeck Road and MD 
108  

 

üSB Direction 
Á 2 travel lanes between MD 108 and Emory 

Church Road  

Á 3 travel lanes between Emory Church Road and 
Forest Glen Road 

Á 3 travel lanes between Forest Glen Road and 
Seminary Road with an additional reversible lane 
in the peak direction 

Á 3 travel lanes between Seminary Road and 
Wayne Avenue with one lane of parking in PM 
peak between Spring Street and Colesville Road  
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Existing Conditions: Signalized Intersections 

ü Signal spacing is dense along Georgia Avenue 
between Wayne Avenue and Layhill Road  

ü Four Metro stations are located between Silver 
Spring and Glenmont 

ü The Maryland State Highway Administration 
typically utilizes a 150-second cycle length at 
signalized intersections along state routes in 
Maryland (Georgia Avenue is Maryland State 
Route 97) 

ü The majority of the signals operate with 4 to 8 
phases depending on traffic demand and  
intersection geometry  

ü Signalized intersections along the corridor typically 
operate as actuated signals that are coordinated 
with upstream and downstream signals   

ü Heaviest volume intersections along the corridor 
include:  

Á Wayne Avenue 

Á Forest Glen Road 

Á University Boulevard  

Á Randolph Road 

Á Connecticut Avenue 

Á Norbeck Road 

Á Maryland Route (MD)108 
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Existing Conditions: Travel Speeds 

üVehicle travel speeds were collected during  
weekday AM and PM peak periods under typical 
operating conditions 

 

ü  Travel speed measurements:  

Á Include delays due to traffic congestion and wait 
time at traffic signals (actual operating conditions) 

Á Incorporates all of the same factors that influence 
the peak hour traffic conditions that also impact Y 
Line bus operations.  

 

üGeneral observations:  
Á Highest travel speeds during both the AM and PM 

Peak periods occur north of the Glenmont Metro 
Station (least congestion).  

Á Corridor sections  with slowest travel speeds in 
the AM and PM peak: 

o Between Glenmont  and Wheaton 

o Between Forest Glen and Silver Spring 

 

üNo observed average travel speed per section 
was below 10 mph, indicating no areas of 
excessive congestion and delay along the 
corridor 
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